[Training, practice and the increasing dominance of legal aspects in ultrasound in obstetrics and gynecology in Austria].
During the past few years, the Austrian Supreme Court has hanged down two landmark rulings concerning the use of ultrasound in obstetrics and gynecology. After a woman had died of ovarian carcinoma, her family sued the doctor for not having diagnosed the carcinoma by transvaginal ultrasound she had performed 8 months before the tumor was diagnosed. The plaintiffs won the case at the supreme court level, this making Austria the first country with implicit court-ordered ovarian cancer screening. A wrongful life case concerning a baby that had been born with bone deformities was also decided in favor of the plaintiffs, declaring ultrasound in pregnancy to be an instrument intended to help women decide whether or not to have an abortion. The impact of these two cases on the teaching and clinical application of ultrasound in obstetrics and gynecology in Austria is discussed.